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Introduction 
 
Pender County is requesting environmental support services on the Pender Commerce Park 
property. The former owner of the Park property is the responsible party engaged in a NCDEQ-
mandated post-remediation groundwater monitoring program on part of the Park property. 
Pender County has a Brownfield Agreement with the NCDEQ. The groundwater monitoring 
program involves sampling groundwater from monitoring wells located on properties within the 
Pender Commerce Park. Pender County owns these parcels and would like to make them 
available for sale as new development sites without the presence of the monitoring wells. These 
monitoring wells are part of the NCDEQ monitoring program, however some are located in the 
potential footprint of future structures within undeveloped parcels of the Commerce Park. 
Therefore, Pender County is seeking to retain the services of an environmental consulting firm to 
work with the former property owner/responsible party and the NCDEQ to develop a strategy 
and solution to get the monitoring wells removed from the areas desired for the development of 
the subject parcels in the Commerce Park. 
 
Background Information  
 
Pender County currently owns 155 acres of land that was the former site of the BASF/Tekada 
manufacturing facility.  The facility, part of BASF’s Care Chemicals Division, manufactured and 
formulated vitamin C products for the dietary supplement industry.  The property is generally 
located off US 421 South and is traversed by the New Hanover and Pender County line.  As the 
property exists, approximately 84.47 acres of the total parcel is located within Pender, while the 
residual acreage (70.55 acres) is located within New Hanover County.  More specifically the 
property address is 101 Vitamin Drive in Wilmington.   
 
On March 31, 2009, BASF discontinued all operations at the facility.  Upon subsequent 
environmental review of the site it was determined that residual deposits of monitored 
contaminants were present.  Examples of potential contaminants included Acetone, Arsenic, 
Benzene, Cadmium, Mercury, Thallium, Chloroform, Zinc, and Chloride.  Based on the presence 
of these contaminants the property was designated as a Brownfield site as determined by the 
Brownfield Property Reuse Act of 1997.   Following the closure of the facility, BASF 
approached Pender County regarding the county’s interest in purchasing the property, which 
cumulatively include approximately 400 acres. 
 
In December 2010, Pender County purchased the BASF site for the purpose of creating an 
industrial park.  A year later a Notice of Brownfield Property was filed in Pender County (PB 
53/Page 19) and New Hanover County (MB 56/PG 210-213) outlining the County’s desire to 
redevelop the property as well as the associated land use limitations due to the Brownfield status.   
 
Since that time Pender has developed Pender Commerce Park (PCP) within the northern portion 
of the former BASF/Tekeda site.  Currently, PCP consists of 245 acres of Class A industrial sites 
and is homes to Acme Smoked Fish, FedEx, Empire Distributors, Coastal Beverage, Polyhose 
(2021), an existing shell building, and another shell building planned for 1st quarter 2021.  Due to 



the success of PCP, Pender desires to expand the park to include the residual BASF property 
which contains several remaining buildings, 2 warehouses, a wastewater and water plant, and 
other ancillary structures.  This residual property also contains numerous monitoring wells that 
were installed due to the property’s Brownfield status.  To date, all documented and monitored 
contaminants, except for Chloride, have been removed or have naturally attenuated from the 
property.  
 
In regard to the Chloride contaminants present on the property, attenuation has occurred which 
has resulted in the plume migrating to the south.  This attenuation has resulted in most of the 
remaining Chloride concentrations being isolated in the New Hanover County portions of the 
property and all of the concentrations that exceed the 2L Standard of 250 mg/l being within New 
Hanover County. 
 
Scope of Services 

 
The consulting firm will need to review the related NCDEQ files on the groundwater monitoring 
program being conducted by the former landowner sufficiently to gain an understanding of the 
groundwater chemistry trends, monitoring well locations and regulatory importance for each of 
the monitoring wells located in the parcels slated for development.    
 
After the file reviews and becoming familiar with the details of the groundwater monitoring 
program, the consulting firm will meet with the lead regulatory agency NCDEQ IHSB in Raleigh 
either in-person or through on-line meetings to discuss the monitoring wells and work with the 
agency to develop a strategy that meets the requirements and needs of Pender County. The 
objective is to develop the parcels without the monitoring wells in the future development areas. 
The consulting firm will also need to have discussions as needed with the former landowner and 
their consultant on how to best facilitate the County’s needs. The consulting firm hired by the 
County will engage and communicate with Pender County throughout the process. A report 
documenting the activities and results of the file reviews and meetings will then be prepared. 
This report will provide a detailed plan with associated cost and regulatory implications for 
closing the monitoring wells.   
 
Proposal Requirements 
 
Pursuant to GS 143-64.32, Pender County has exempted this project from the requirements of the 
Mini-Brooks Act in order to allow staff to require all responses to include a fee for the scope of 
services outlined above.   
 
Online submittals may be emailed to cmcewen@pendercountync.gov.  Hard copy submittals 
may be mailed or delivered to Chad McEwen, 805 South Walker Street, Burgaw, NC 28425. 
 
Deadline for submittals is 5 pm on February 9, 2021.  All statement of qualifications must 
include a fee as well as a schedule of rates and fees.  

mailto:cmcewen@pendercountync.gov


Attachments 
Attachment A-Notice of Brownfield Property 

Attachment B- Recent LUR Update 

Attachment C- BASF Groundwater Monitoring Report March 2015 

Attachment D- Maps of BASF Property 
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